100       PEOTECTION OR FEEE TRADE.
articles taxed, different rates of duty must be imposed. And as the protection given to any industry may be neutralized by protection that enhances the price of its materials, careful discrimination is required, for there are very few articles that can be deemed finished products in relation to all their uses. The finished products of some industries are the materials or tools of other industries. Thus, while the protection of any industry is useless unless sufficient to produce the desired effect, too much protection is likely, even from a protective standpoint, to do harm.
It is not merely that the ideal perfection with which the free trade theory may be reduced to practice is impossible in the case of protection, but that even a rough approximation to the protective theory is impossible. There never has been a protective tariff that satisfied protectionists, and there never can be. Our present tariff, for instance, is admitted by protectionists to be full of the grossest blunders/'- It was only adopted be-
* For instance, to cite only one ease, the last Tariff Act, which went into effect in July, 1883, raised the duty on the fabric used in the manufacture of niching and ruffllngs from 85 to 125 per cent., while leaving the duty of the finished article at 85 per cent. Previous to this, say the manufacturers of these goods, in »a memorial addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury, they not only supplied the American market, but sold hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth every year to Canada, the West Indies and other countries, the labor-saving machinery which they had in use giving them an advantage which, in spite of the 85 per cent, tax on their material, enabled them to successfully compete with European factories. But the 125 per cent, duty has not only cut oil this export trade completely, but has led to such an importation of British goods that, as the memorial declares, thousands of hands have lost their employment, and three-fourths of the manufacturers ongaged in. the business have been utterly ruined. This, of course,

